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Beacon of Hope - The Journey Continues

While the origin of Beacon of Hope — Light of
Christ can be tied to tragic events that un-
folded several years ago at a Catholic parish
in Greenville, Wisconsin, the original commit-
ment of the founders of Beacon of Hope re-
mains steadfast despite the passing of Fa-
ther John Zickert, the Capuchin priest victim-
ized by the events.

Beacon of Hope has expanded over the past
three plus years, growing to become a sub-
stantial focal point for progressive Catholics
who desire to further the tenets of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council. During months of study
following the forced resignation of Father
Zickert, and the
voluntary resigna-
tion of the Parish
Council and Trus-
tees, parish mem-
bers created an
“intentional com-
munity” of dioce-
san Catholics and

organized Beacon of Hope — Light of Christ
into a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. Attain-
ing rapid Federal and State incorporation,
members began the process of establishing
a broad vision with several mission state-
ments reflective of progressive Catholic
thinking.

From the beginning, Beacon of Hope has not

been about Father John
|

Soon after announcing its formation and in-
tentions, leaders of Beacon of Hope began a
campaign to demonstrate its value to the
Catholic community within the Green Bay
Catholic Diocese. Much energy also came
from a desire to neutralize the negative cam-
paign begun by a loosely-organized group of
conservative Catholics. The reputation and
membership of Beacon of Hope grew
quickly.

The Secret

What if | told you that | had a secret — a
secret so special — | know you'd want to
know it too?

It isn’t some magical formula for winning the
lottery — it isn’t the location of the legendary
fountain of youth — it isn’t a medical miracle
or cure — and yet, it's so much more! For us
as Christians — disciples of the living Jesus —
it is so much more!

What if | told you that my secret was a pass-
port to heaven?

I’'m not going to gain anything by keeping
this to myself — and I’'m not going to lose
anything by sharing this with you. Actually,
I’'m compelled to share this with you.

Over the past several months, we've heard
a lot from the gospel of Luke about disciple-
ship, the poor, the difficulty that the rich will
have getting into the kingdom:

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the
eye of a needle than for a rich person to

enter the kingdom of God” AND recall the
sadness of the man who could not bring him-
self to sell all his goods and follow Jesus,
OR the final end of the rich man at whose
table Lazarus begged and last week we
heard about the tax collector and his humble
prayer.

But today, Luke helps us out with the story of
a rich man — one who got rich by cheating
other people — a rich man, a tax collector,
who has a radical conversion — a dramatic
turn of mind and heart and will. That dra-
matic reversal happens because of a charis-
matic poor man and his band of poor follow-

ers.

Continued on page 4

This homily was
preached by Deacon
. = Richard Miech at
Father John Zickert's
40 year anniversary
Appreciation mass on
November 3, 2007.




From the President

As the article on page One
represents, Beacon of Hope-
Light of Christ has no intentions
of going away. The passing of
Father John Zickert is a low light
among the many highlights
we’ve seen since our beginning,
but we need to and will continue
following our vision and mission.

Please continue to read the
newsletter, review the website, attend our programs and
strive to become more active in the organization; there are
many things to do, and the more help we have the faster

Q and A—-The Rew.

Paulist Press and the Rev. McBrien
have graciously allowed Beacon of
Hope — Light of Christ to publish a
Question and Answer in each of our
2007 newsletters from the book 101
Questions & Answers on The
Church.

Q. 53. The reality for most
Catholics is that the spirit of a
parish is centered in the clergy.
How does the Church move from a
clergy-controlled institution to one in which the
people claim and assume responsibility for their

own faith?

In one sense, that problem may take care of itself,
because the Catholic Church is running out of clergy.
According to recent studies, seminary enroliments have
dropped almost 60 percent since Vatican Il, and poor
retention of priests after ordination only adds to the
problem. As of the mid-1990s four out of ten newly
ordained priests were needed just to take over the
ministries of young priests who resign from the active
ministry. The other six newly ordained cannot begin to
fill the vacancies created by the retirement or death of
older priests. Sociologists who have studied this
problem predict that the situation will only get worse.
Between 1966 and 2005 the median age of priests will
have increased by eight years. As the large numbers of
priests ordained in the 1950s and 1960s (that includes
me) reach the end of their ministries, the already limited
supply of active priests will decline even more
precipitously. And this at a time when the demands on

we will accomplish our mission. Look to the Holy Spirit to
guide you as you think and pray about Beacon of Hope and
what we can get done. Also, remember that we are a
qualified 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and your
donations are tax deductible. All donations can be sent to
Beacon of Hope, P.O. Box 2524, Appleton, Wisconsin
54912-2524.

Thank you all for your prayers and donations of time, talent
and treasure. Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ will go on,
and your continued help and support will make us stronger.

Greg Stock

Richard P. McBrien

priests are increasing, not decreasing. For example,
Asian and Hispanic Catholics will have increased in
number from 45 million in 1965 to a projected 74 million
in 2005. Moreover, while the diocesan priesthood will
have declined by 40 percent between 1996 and 2005,
the lay population will have increased by 65 percent.

Meanwhile, lay Catholics have been assuming greater
ministerial responsibilities at the parish and diocesan
levels. They serve as pastoral associates, directors of
religious education, youth ministers, lectors, Eucharistic
ministers, music ministers, ministers of hospitality,
parish council members, and so forth. It is no longer the
case that the common equivalent for the noun “Church”
is “hierarchy” or “clergy”. Laity no longer simply “attend”
church, or are loyal “to” the Church, or make generous
sacrifices “for” the Church, or receive the sacraments
and moral guidance “from” the Church — as if the
Church were only something to which the laity belong,
or to which they contribute their services and resources,
or from which they derive spiritual benefits. The Church
is the whole People of God, laity as well as clergy and
religious.

Laity are not more active in the ministerial life of the
Church today simply because there is a shortage of
priests. Even if there were four priests in every parish,
Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston told a group of laity in
1995, lay people would still be directly involved in the
life, mission, and ministries of the Church.

To be sure, there is still a long way to go before the
principles of Vatican Il are fully operative in the Church.
But we are on our way.

Beacon is the official newsletter of Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ and is intended to inform its members by sharing
news, ideas, and opinions within the progressive Catholic Church. Beacon of Hope is an intentional community and a tax
exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)3. All contributions are tax deductible. Our guiding principles are to inform, support, chal-
lenge, and grow. Our goals are transparency and inclusion within the Church. Communications staff include: Joe Uchytil,
Greg Stock, Tom Wiltzius, Dave Arent, Anne Thielen, Tom Whittenberger, and guest contributors.



Exploring who we are as Church

BOH presents a listening/learning session
Feb. 23 from 8:30am-3:00pm at Liberty
Hall Kimberly .

As a part of our commitment to effect
positive change in the Catholic Church and
our mission to provide ongoing spiritual
growth for our fellow Catholics, Beacon of
Hope is working with Lakeshore Pax
Christi to bring you a day of exploration.
The format brings an opportunity for learning, sharing, and
touching the future of our church.

e
Lena Woltering

Lena Woltering, a cradle Catholic from southern lllinois
and active for the past 20 years in Church reform, and Sis-
ter Kate Kuenstler, a canon lawyer from Rhode Island who
has been a diocesan tribunal lawyer, educator and writer
of the catechetical program, “Seasons of Faith” will be our
speakers. As concerned laity, Lena’s wisdom and experi-
ence will take us down a path to find our voices in the

Sister Kate Kuenstler

Church. Her reform has lead many

Why Pax Christi?

Why is Beacon of Hope working with
Lakeshore Pax Christi to bring the second
" listening/learning session to the valley?
b

sti Lakeshore Pax Christi is a group of so-
cially concerned Catholics who under-
stand need for change in the church. They strive to at-
tain a more peaceful, just and sustainable world. When
they heard about out listening session, and we heard
about their earlier presentation, it was a natural union to
work together on this event.

There are many groups within the Catholic Church that
we can contact and learn from. For further information,
check out the following websites.

SoJouners www.Sojourners.com

Sister Helen Prejean  www.prejean.org

Pax Christi USA www.paxchristiusa.org

Schools of Americas
Watch

Future Church
Call to Action
Call to Action / Wisconsin
We are the Church
Voice of the Faithful
Sisters of Providence
Network
National Catholic Reporter

National Catholic Con-
ference of Bishops

Vatican
The Catholic Worker

Nonviolence

Moving Forward

Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ is converting its newsletter, Beacon, to an electronic format and will be
upgrading its website as well. Our purpose is twofold: to save substantial costs for production and mailing to
hundreds of members; and, to create a more informative and frequent means for actively communicating with

members.

areas to plan deliberate lay synods,
helping the hierarchy of the Church
more clearly hear the voice of the
baptized. Sr. Kate will share her
knowledge and expertise on canon
Law and the rights/responsibilities
of the faithful.

Small group breakout sessions will follow each session with
time to reflect and share. Written statements will be made
available anonymously to the church leaders of the Green
Bay Diocese and will be online at our web page,
www.bohlightofchrist.org

Lunch is included. The cost of the event is $20. To register
go to the website www.bohlightofchrist.org or for more in-
formation contact Karen Vater by email karen@vater.us

or phone 920-726-4716.

WWW.Soa.org

www.futurechurch.org

www.cta-usa.org
www.ctawi.org

www.wearethechurch.wordpress.com

www.votf.org
www.sistersofprovidence.org

www.networklobby.org

www.NCRonline.org

www.ncchuscc.org

www.vatican.va

www.catholicworker.org

www.nonviolence.org

For those that prefer a printed copy of Beacon, we invite you to send a letter to us with a small donation to
cover printing and mailing costs. As we move forward, we hope that our future communications will be more
reflective of our progressive mission and will allow for greater participation in our efforts to enhance our

Church.



The Secret

Continued from page 1

Zacchaeus, already despised by his
peers, wants, needs, feels compelled
4 to “see” this Jesus. Something is

¢ pulling at him. He’s heard the “buzz” —
he knows the stories — he’s aware of
what “they” are saying about Jesus —
he wants to “see” for himself. So, he
risks being perceived as a fool and
climbs a tree — a grown man! You

i see, he’s short — vertically challenged
— yet he’s compelled to an encounter
with the Christ.

Perhaps Zacchaeus had been touched by God’s Spirit and
infused with the charism of holy foolishness. Who else would
run ahead and climb a tree? You might end up, excuse the
pun, “up a tree” or “out on a limb!”

| told you that | had what is perhaps a passport to heaven.
Actually, | have it here with me today. I'm betting you'd like to
see it. Would you? Remember, its not my passport, it's
borrowed. I've got my own, but I’'m not sure | want you to see
mine just yet. I'm not sure how | came to possess this
passport, what | am sure of is that it symbolizes our Christian
life here on earth as disciples. Ah, yes — here it is — the
passport to heaven.

What do you think?
| see a lot of puzzled faces!

It is a most unique design for a
passport, don’t you think. Most
ingenious, most fabulous, I'm sure
you'll agree. Not designed for a
pocket or purse — yet eternally functional. Size doesn’'t seem
to matter, the function is always the same — you put things in,
you mix things up, but you don’t keep them. The circular
construction makes access from all directions possible, so it's
great for sharing. It will only hold so much and then the
excess will spill over — but the coolest thing about this
passport, the characteristic that is most important to its “bowl-
ness”, at least from a Christian perspective, the bowl's
charism of holy-foolishness, if you will, is that it pours, you
can empty it. And that’s still not even the best part! The best
part is that you can go about filling it again, only to share the
contents by emptying it again.

For too long, Zacchaeus carried his bowl around, full to the
brim, intent on keeping what was in his bowl for him. What
he put in the bowl was not really his in the first place, because
it was filled through his deception and cunning as a tax
collector, a chief tax collector. But my guess is that
Zacchaeus had trouble sleeping at night (it's that thing we call
conscience), and that he was ready to be relieved of the
burden his full bowl caused him.

Imagine him climbing up that tree with the full bowl. And then,
imagine his realization, through Jesus, the true freedom of
emptying the bowl, of letting go of all he had accumulated —
that was Zacchaeus’ passport into the kingdom. He became

a holy fool for Jesus!

There are some among us like Zacchaeus, for whom it takes
a while to realize the wisdom of the bowl. Their bowls are full,
but their focus is on keeping the stuff inside. They are
imprisoned by their bowls. They are waiting for radical
conversion.

There are also those among us who, early in life, aware of the
merits of the empty bowl, embrace it — and fill it and empty it —
over and over again, keeping nothing for themselves. These
individuals profess the evangelical counsels, gifts/charisms of
the church. We know these counsels better as the vows of
Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience.

In today’s consumer culture of accumulation and excess,
these individuals are the members of the order of holy fools
for Christ. We have other names for them like Dominican, or
Jesuit, or Paulist, or Redemptorist, or Franciscan. Their
charism is the charism of the empty bowl. Their stuff, their
very life, is constantly being poured out for us. They are living
models of discipleship for us. They get the message which it
took a while for Zacchaeus to get.

This is not my passport, I'm simply a courier. It's borrowed
you see, and | need to return it to its rightful owner — to the
person who makes sure that when there’s stuff in the bowl
that it gets poured out for others, even his very life.

This passport belongs to
John Zickert. [the bowl is
presented to Fr. John]

As Paul suggests in the
second reading, to the
Thessalonians, it is faith
and commitment to Jesus
that gives disciples the
courage they need to
endure in the face of
difficulty. The first gift of the
Spirit is freedom from fear; fear is replaced by joy. Itis the
Spirit at work in each of us, and some of us in a very special
way, which enables us to choose service, to reach out to
others, to give of ourselves.

This meal, this Eucharist, Christ's emptying of himself for us,
which we will celebrate in few moments, we take with us into
our bowls so that when we leave here, we take Christ with us
into our lives and share him — we empty our bowls — into the
world.

You see, no one, not even a chief tax collector, is beyond
God’s unconditional love and mercy.

Oh, and one more thing:

Is it possible that the tax collector we heard about last week,
the one who prayed out of humility, could it be that the tax
collector in the synagogue was Zacchaeus, looking for
guidance, praying for God’s help? And that Jesus passing
through Jericho was God’s answer to Zacchaeus’ prayer?

Think about it.



The Church in our day

The layman has his right to
speak and to be heard in
virtue of his status in the
Church. Given the nature of
the Church, his title to be
heeded on matters of faith

and morals depends not upon

his ability to teach with apostolic authority but upon his
ability to witness the Will of Christ, the Judgment of the

Gospel or the genuine good of the community. The voice of

the Spirit is more clearly heard when those in authority
exercise the charism of their office in appropriate
consultation with the laity. Scripture and Tradition assure
us, however, that the layman never speaks to and for the
community in the same way as must those who possess
apostolic authority. No one would maintain, for example,
that an individual layman or all the laity together should be

heard by the Christian community in the same way that the

Pope in his office of Chief Shepherd, or the College of
Bishops are to be heard.

The voice of the laity must echo the authentic voice of
Christ to the whole community which is heard in the
community at large and therefore never in isolation from
those who hold apostolic office. “Anyone who listens to
you, listens to me” (Lk 10:16) was not spoken to any one of
the faithful but to the Church as Christ intended it. Hence,
the layman who loses the sense of community loses his
ability to echo Christ. Likewise, those in apostolic office
who violate the limits of their authority imperil the sense of
community and diminish their effectiveness in echoing
Christ authentically. (p 35)

(Excerpts from the document The Church in Our Day
published by the Catholic Bishops of the United States,
January 21, 1968, appear on a regular basis.)

Father Charlie Curran to Speak at PAC

Fr. Charles Curran is a Roman
Catholic priest of the Diocese of
" Rochester, New York and is
Elizabeth Scurlock University
Professor of Human Values at
Southern Methodist University. His
latest publications include The Moral
Theology of Pope John Paul Il
Catholic Social Teaching, 1891-
| present, and Loyal Dissent, his most
recent book.

While studying at the Gregorian, a Latin immersed school
of theology in Rome, Fr. Charlie was touched by a new
approach to moral theology, one that “emphasized its
relationship to the whole Christian life and not just to the
sacraments of penance.” Up to that point in his studies,

Catholic moral theology used the Ten Commandments as a
framework and was organized to train confessors for the
sacrament of penance. This would then let them know what
was sinful and be able to evaluate the gravity of sins.

This was legalistic and a very clean approach to sin,
however, it troubled many theologians for not taking into
consideration the fullness of a Christian life. Thus began
the long journey for the most well-know, and the most
controversial Catholic moral theologian in the United
States.

Come join us at the PAC on April 24", 7:30 PM to hear
from this deeply committed Christian who remains
dedicated to the reform of the Catholic Church. Come listen
to his story as he defends and models for us loyal dissent
within the Catholic church.

Holy Fool for Christ

The following homily was preached by Deacon
Richard Miech at Father John Zickert's funeral mass
on November 27, 2007.

John Zickert, brother, uncle, Capuchin, priest, teacher,
mentor, carpenter’s helper, bus driver, friend, Holy fool,
paradox.

Not quite a month ago, many of us gathered here, with
John, to celebrate his 40" year of priestly ministry. It
was a bittersweet time of celebration because it was
evident from his frail condition that the cancer in his
body was winning the battle. He was invigorated by the
outpouring of love and support and humbled by the
proclamations of both Mayor Hanna and Governor
Doyle — the ones with all the Whereas’s and There-

fore’s , recognizing his many contributions to the com-
munity and to the Church.

And while his heart was bigger than most, his was not a
role that was bigger than life. He was, by choice, a ser-
vant — one who placed others first — one who lived the
commandment of love.

Let me reflect on three passages from today’s scrip-
tures.

From the Book of Sirach:

“For gold is tested in the fire, and those found accept-
able, in the furnace of humiliation.”

Continue on page 6



Holy Fool for Christ

Continued from Page 5

It would be very easy to fall into the trap of focusing
on the struggle, the testing that John endured these
last four years of his life, and to become bitter and
cynical. It would be very easy. To do so would ig-
nore the other 35 years of ministry and would undo
all the lessons John has taught and lived. This gifted
and big hearted man who dedicated his life to others,
not by doing big things, but by giving of himself in
little ways — time, energy, love; giving in ways that
were unseen, unrecognized; this man of God, agent
of Christ’s love, witness to the gospel, a holy fool for
Christ, was never cynical or bitter. Certainly he was
frustrated by events and justifiably angry, on occasion — but he
never had any malice in his big heart. Never.

Mostly though, these last years, this servant of God lived with a
wounded heart, deeply wounded. God knows he was tested in the
furnace of humiliation. Yet, he remained cheerful. A lesser person
would have crumpled under the pressure.

From the Gospel of Matthew:

“Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

Herein lies John Zickert, the paradox — the paradox of charism —
gifts are, after all, in the eyes of the beholder. Seen through one
lens, John had certain gifts, qualities and strengths. Seen through
another, perhaps shaded lens, those gifts could be perceived as
shortcomings, peculiarities, or faults. The same is true for all of us;
and he was, like all of us, deeply human.

Through the first lens, he was doggedly persistent, persevering.
There is no arguing that he used this
to get things done, to find and ac-
quire resources, to mobilize people —
not for himself but in order to serve
people’s needs — always others !
Through the second lens, John ap-
peared to be stubborn, -- no, actually
that doesn’t quite capture it; he could
appear to be obstinate! It seemed to
some that he was inflexible, rigid,

and even intolerant with disagreement, hard to work with, and im-

patient. | found him to be coach-able, flexible, and open to new

ways of thinking. | suppose a lot has to do with how one ap-
proached him and what one expected.

Through the first lens he was a good steward. Honestly, in my
experience, he was one of the most frugal people | know. | re-
member the sweater he was wearing the first day | met him — |
think he was wearing that same sweater — you all know the one —
when Kathy and | visited him at St. Fidelis at the beginning of the
month.

| joked with him that he missed out on a great career in the mili-
tary, working in procurement as a quarter master. The man could
get stuffl Or he knew someone who could get stuff, and he wasn't
bashful. And who doesn’t recall his penchant for “treasure?”

Through the second lens, he was seen by some as tight, unwilling
to spend money. Just look at the things he built! They are a leg-

acy of his stewardship. He was a living example, a beacon of “you
don't have to have a lot to be happy. He did not live extravagantly.

John’s view of church was broad, he believed in the image of
Church as big umbrella — there was room enough for people with

different ecclesiologies. His liturgies were vibrant
and lively, he was so welcoming and relaxed — more
than a handful of people who were church-shopping
told me that they returned and stayed in communi-
ties where he was pastor because he made them
feel at home. Through the first lens, this was seen
as hospitable, inviting behavior — celebrating Christ
present in the act of coming together to celebrate
Eucharist. Through the second lens, he was per-
ceived as breaking the rules and fostering disre-
spect. He always tried to engage God’s people
through his preaching and his living.

His greatest strength, at least through the first lens,
was his ability to work with young people — you know, the one’s at
that awkward age where they know everything and their parents
don’t — he had a knack for getting teenagers involved — his was a
charism of engagement — and he did that with them in a way that
challenged them and respected them, and they responded. Youth
involvement in various aspects of
parish life, especially social minis-
try, was very high under his watch
— he cultivated that. It took work, it
took face time. He put in the time.
Through the second lens, at the
very least — some assumed he was §
trying to embarrass teenagers or
shame them into involvement. At
worst, some suggested that he had
other, less well-intentioned mo-
tives. The sad irony is that his greatest gift, the thing that brought
him the most joy — was also the source of the deep wounds in his
heart and the rough path he traveled these last years.

From the Letter to Timothy:

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith.”

John'’s path, his race course, as it were, was not a straight and
narrow path — it was wide and winding. He had, as I've said, a
wide view of Church, faith, community, and discipleship, but he
didn't lose sight of who he served, Jesus Christ crucified and
raised — and he never lost sight of his mission as servant — to bring
others to Christ and to nourish and encourage those already on
the way. We all know he didn't always stay within the lines — he
bent some of the rules at times — never out of spite or malice, but
out of utility and good pastoral sense.

Those closest to him, those who worked with him, those who min-
istered with him knew the “stuff” of which he was made. I'm told
that one Sunday evening, Fr. Mike O'Rourke remarked how John
took him under his wing when he was first assigned to St. Mary’s.
John had an enormous wingspan and leaves a rather large mark
on this community — and in our hearts.

And so, it is natural for us, humanly speaking, to feel a deep sad-
ness. His race is over, his bowl is emptied for the last time. The
bowl is the metaphor | used earlier this month to describe our
Christian lives. Bowils that are filled and emptied for others.

And this brings us to the Christian paradox — that which makes us,
like John, members of the order of Holy Fools — in the final empty-
ing, John is invited to a seat at the table of the heavenly banquet
for which we all long.

Pray with me today that God would send more Holy Fools like
John Zickert.



Beacon of Hope - The Journey Continues

Through sponsored events featuring prominent Catholic theologi-
ans and activists, through sponsorship of community organiza-
tions which provide for the needy, through educational programs
including trips to the Holy Land, and by offering and providing
support to those injured by the Catholic Church, Beacon of Hope
engaged a campaign of awareness. The efforts furthered their
goals of transparency, inclusion and full participation in Catholic
Church administrative and organizational affairs.

Carefully studying national Catholic organizations like Voice of the
Faithful (VOTF) and Call to Action (CTA), Beacon of Hope mem-
bers informally adopted two mantras, “Nothing is Impossible with
God”, and “Change the Church, not the Faith”.

With the passing of Father John Zickert, one of the founding
members of Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ, questions began
arising about the future of the organization. “From the beginning,
Beacon of Hope has not been about Father John,” indicated or-
ganization President, Greg Stock. “It has been about recognizing
and expanding on the progressive impetus given to all Catholics
through Vatican II.”

“When we formed initially, we made it clear to all members and to

Father John that our support of his cause would be real, and sim-
ply a reflection of one of our mission objectives,” asserted BOH
Board member Joe Uchytil. “We have been true to that commit-
ment and to the other mission objectives we have.”

Among other activities reflecting the mission objectives of Beacon
of Hope has been presentation of four major Catholic speakers at
the Performing Arts Center in Appleton, Wisconsin, sponsored by
fund-raising efforts at Green Bay Packers home games. Addition-
ally, Beacon of Hope conducted a “Listening Session” in April
2007 with the results presented and discussed with the Bishop of
the Green Bay Diocese in August, provided volunteer help to food
pantries and clothing outlets for the needy, and established a
communications process for a website, newsletter, and public
letters calling attention to challenges in the Church.

“Our objectives are not now, nor have they been, tied to one per-
son or era,” stated Stock. “We are here to meet a need for voice,
for education, and for action of a progressive nature, consistent
with Christ’s calling and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.” Beacon
of Hope-Light of Christ will continue its journey, missing one of its
members, but encouraging and supporting others to join, grow,
and engage in the spirit of Vatican II.

Record setting year at Lambeau!

Wow what a year!!!!

The Packers ended the season
with an unbelievable record-
setting number of wins and
BOH set a few records of its
own! There were 65 different
people, ages 70-18 who helped
work the 18 person stand. Ten
more volunteers than last year.
For an average game-day, volunteers started leaving the Valley at
7:30 for a noon game and returned by 6:30pm! This was not a
record, but a sure sign of the dedication these people had. Our
tips from one game reached over $300 with the biggest tip ever
received by Judd Ploeger (hephew of Don & Carrie Zoromski) of
$75! Go Judd!

We did two pre-season events, 10 pre- & regular season games,
and 2 post season games, three more events than last year.

All money is not in yet from Levy, but projected income for the
year is close to a record $15,000. Tips aren't included in this
figure.

We sold candy, popcorn, hot pretzels, 5 different kinds of links

(Brad Schilling was our grill manager), French fries, cheese curds,

(Lynn Schilling was the number one fry cook) and 3 different kinds

of pizza this year (Carl Morse Pizza chef extraordinaire), which
was a different menu from last
year. Beer and Hot
Chocolate, depending on the
time of year, were our best
money makers!!!

Our games were dedicated to
the mission of Beacon of
Hope and of course to our
dearest Fr. John. | thank God
for the opportunity we had to
make money for BOH. | thank
the volunteers for being so
dedicated, eager to help, and
fun to be with!!!

Anne Thielen



Servant of God for 40 Years



And when St. Peter announced
Father John’s entrance into
heaven, the angels said

Amen!

And the devil said

Bummer Dude!



Israel 2008 Update

Coming from Manitowoc, Fond du Lac, the Fox Cities and Green
Bay areas, over 30 of the 35 travelers for the Beacon of Hope -
Israel 2008 trip gathered for fellowship and final preparations on
February 2". Their trip departs from Appleton on March 2™, by
charter bus to Chicago O’Hare Airport for a flight to Toronto and
then to Tel Aviv via El Al Airlines. They plan to spend 11 days in
Israel following a journey carefully planned by Jim Kampa and
the late Fr. John Zickert.

With an “Old-to-New” Testament travel itinerary, Kampa plans to
expose travelers to old testament leaders Abraham through
David with site experiences in the north of Israel followed by
travel into the southern desert. The first night will be in Ariel,
then two night at Biblical Tel Tamar, a significant Israeli
archeological site.

The trip also features three nights in the Old City of Jerusalem,
with visits to many holy sites including the Via Del Rosa and
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Travel to Bethlehem, Nazareth
and Hebron are also scheduled.

Guest speaker for the February 2™ gathering, Stan Krangel, has
been a traveler to Israel many times. He and his family have
supported many initiatives in Israel and worked to establish and
protect a kibbutz there.

Trip organizers Jim Kampa, Greg Stock, and Tom Wiltzius have
also been getting requests to plan a future trip to Israel. While
nothing definite is currently planned, organizers are open to
input once the current trip is concluded.
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