
�

1 

For generations, Christians have made 
it a matter of choice to try to go home…
home to where life for all Christian be-
gan some 
2000 years 
ago…
Israel…the 
Holy Land.  
It is not a 
necessity of 
faith to go to 
the land 
where Jesus 
walked, 
preached 
and shed 
His blood for 
others, yet 
those drawn 
there find 
that their 
faith life is 
enriched. 

“The goal 
that Father 
John and I had in developing the itiner-
ary for this trip was to provide a connec-
tion from our Christian beliefs to our 
Jewish heritage. We began with Abra-
ham in order to get to Jesus,” stated Jim 
Kampa, tour host of Beacon of Hope in 
Israel. Kampa refers to the late Father 
John Zickert, who worked with him for 
nearly two years developing the itinerary 
for the trip. 

“We had a definite thought in mind. If we 
as Christians are the  grafted branches, 
and the Jews are the vine, then our 
roots are in Israel,” according to co-host 
Dr. Tom Wiltzius. “It is a chance to be-
come one with all there.” 

The 35 travelers who left Appleton, Wis-
consin on March 2nd all returned March 
12th with much enthusiasm and strong 

feelings. 

“It was awesome,” indicated Diane Ernst 
of Greenville. “I just can’t say enough 

about what we 
saw, felt and 
experienced.” 

Ellen Swan of 
Fond du Lac 
expressed 
similar senti-
ments. “It was 
an extraordi-
nary journey, 
one that liter-
ally brought 
me to my 
knees at times.  
The diversity - 
religious, envi-
ronmental, po-
litical - woven 
throughout our 
time in the 
Holy Land 

made this an experience I'll continue to 
reflect on.” 

Beacon of Hope organized the trip 
through Blossoming Rose, a non-
denominational Christian organization 
with locations in Cedar Springs, Michi-
gan and Tamar, Israel.  According to 
Blossoming Rose president, Dr. De 
Wayne Coxon, the Israel 2008 Beacon 
of Hope trip was exceptional. 

Many of the Israel 2008 travelers came 
to Israel for the first time, but it was not 
their first experience with international 
travel.  Among such seasoned travelers 
was Pat De Groot of Clintonville.  “I’ve 
traveled much in my life,” indicated Pat, 
“but this trip was the best. Thank you for 
all the work and effort you put into it to 
make it possible.” 
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As you will read in other parts 
of this newsletter, Beacon of 
Hope – Light of Christ has a 
couple of exciting events 
coming up in the next month.  I 
just wanted to add a couple of 
notes about each here. 
 

First, on Thursday, April 24th, 
Father Charlie Curran will be 

speaking at the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center in 
Appleton.  This will be the fourth speaker in a series we 
started two years ago.  As a schoolmate of Pope 
Benedict XVI in Rome in the 1960’s, Father Curran has 
had some unique experiences that most of us will never 
get.  His topic of “Loyal Dissent” I think coincides well with 

one of our organization’s missions, to effect positive 
change in the Catholic Church. 
 

Second, on Sunday, May 4th, we will be having our third 
annual meeting at Homestead Meadows.  The board of 
directors and officers have spent the majority of our last 
two meetings going over the agenda for the meeting, and 
specifically what new ideas we have to bring to the 
membership.  We’re very excited about these new ideas, 
and hope that you will consider attending to hear about 
them.  We’ll also be looking for your input on what other 
new things to consider as we move forward. 
 

The board, other officers and I hope to see you for these 
two stimulating events. 

                                Greg Stock 

From the President  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF 

BEACON OF HOPE – LIGHT OF CHRIST �

This is the official notice of the annual meeting for Beacon of Hope – Light of Christ as required by state law.  
The meeting will be held as follows: 
 

Date:   Sunday, May 4, 2008 

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Location: Homestead Meadows, W7560 Spencer Road, Appleton, WI 54915 
 

Agenda 
Prayer Service 

Annual Meeting 

Discussion of current vision and mission statements 

Presentations from board members of accomplishments to date in various areas; short 
survey for members to complete 

Packer game concessions 

Speakers 

Listening Sessions 

Israel Trips 

Newsletters 

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry Volunteering 

Member Interaction for prioritizing and idea sharing  

Re-visit vision and mission statements - new, change, delete? 

The future of Beacon of Hope - Light of Christ 

Potluck Lunch 
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Jesus the Warrior?  

A Review of W. Michael Slattery’s  

Jesus the Warrior?  Historical Christian Perspectiv es 
on the Morality of War & the Waging of Peace  

(Marquette University Press)  

on the occasion of the 5 th  anniversary of the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq     

by William Kessenich 

W. Michael Slattery 
has done the 
American Catholic/
Christian Community 
as well as the entire 
world a great service 
with his well 
researched and 
documented book 
on the  irrelevance 
of traditional “just 
war” theory  in the 
light of the teachings 
of Jesus and the 
current realities of 
war as it is being 
waged in modern 
times. Although the 
book of 246 pages is 
somewhat 

ponderous in its first chapter on the rationale, causes, and 
reasons for war and inter-group conflict resolution, its next 
chapters on the Old and New Testament and Patristic era 

moral teaching on war provide a firm background for 
anyone interested in reflecting from a Christian perspective 
on the early Church’s  tradition of pacifism, Old Testament 
justifications for “holy war,” and the freshness of Jesus’ 
teaching on war from the Beatitudes.  The book deserves 
serious consideration especially as we weigh our collective 
responsibility for the now five year old Iraq war in an 
election year. 

The subsequent chapters of the book take up discussions 
of the Thomas Aquinas' "natural law theory" and its 
limitations relative to "just war" theory; another chapter 
looks at more contemporary Catholic and Protestant 
theologians' analyses of "just war" theory; there is also a 
chapter on the practical application of pacifism as 
embodied by Mahatma Gandhi, Dorothy Day, and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  

The final chapter, "How to Live as a Christian with the 
Morality of War", outlines the huge investment we as 
Americans make in our war machine (over 40% of the total 
of the 15 largest defense spending countries).  An 
appendix provides helpful tables with more background 
data on this subject.  

Dr. Slattery’s conclusion not surprisingly is that we need to 
take Jesus’ non-violent teaching more seriously in a world 
that is becoming increasingly unjust.  His message is 
prophetic, not in that it predicts doom, but in that it clearly 
and unambiguously lays out the hope that is found in 
Jesus’ Law of Love.  Run out, buy this book, and reflect on 
it deeply and carefully if you care at all that we are at war in 
America! 

 

Similar sentiments were 
expressed by others.  
One of the best reflec-
tions comes from Fran-
cis Mydlo of Green Bay 
who traveled with his 
wife Darlene through 
Beacon of Hope.   

“Thank you Beacon of 
Hope for giving me and 
my wife something that 
touches our hearts and 
will be with us forever,” 
wrote Francis. And such 
was the outcome we at 

Beacon of Hope had desired for all travelers. 

Beacon of Hope chose to plan and organize its Israel 
2008 trip with Blossoming Rose.  They are the only 

Christian organization with an authorized permanent 
presence in Israel. 

“We have been helping Christian Churches and groups 
and leading our own tours for over 25 years.  The way 
Beacon of Hope leaders organized, designed and led 
this tour of the Holy Land was exceptional. You did it 
right the first time and your subsequent trips will reflect 
that.”  Coxon is referring to his belief that trips to Israel 
are an important part of a vital Christian mission for or-
ganizations like Beacon of Hope. 

At present, Jim Kampa and Greg Stock are leading an 
effort to see if there is interest in a 2009 Beacon of 
Hope trip to the Holy Land.  Based on experiences this 
year, it is a likely event!  

If you are even remotely interested, please contact  
Jim Kampa at bereans@new.rr.com . for more infor-
mation. 

Dome of Ascension 

Continued From Page 1 

A Powerful Experience 
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The Church in our day 
With the layman’s increasing 
voice in the life of the 
developing Church comes a 
graver responsibility. The 
Church does not listen, as we 
have just said, to any 
individual as such. She listens 

in each voice for the echo of the ages with their 
accumulated wisdom and for the voice of eternity with its 
ultimate judgment. With a subtle discernment, she 
recognizes the voice of the person, be he priest or layman, 
whose accent is unmistakably Catholic and whose motive 
is the genuine good of the brethren, neither of these being 
divorced from the integrity of the faith. Better than Isaac, 
she knows how to distinguish the voice of Esau from that of 
Jacob when the inheritance of the Christian people, a 
matter of faith and morals, is at issue (Gen 27:22). 
 

Thus there is never sound reason to believe that the voice 
of the layman concerning the faith is heard in public-
opinion polls or any mere counting of hands. Rather, the 
faith of the Church is heard in the judgment of the deeply-
committed Catholic who witnesses to the community the 
experience of integral Christian living. It is not how many 
say something which is significant for the Church, but who 
it is who is speaking and what manner of faith is his. 
Numbers count only if those who comprise the total really 
know. Sometimes, as when the Church was threatened 
with Arianism, the laity were articulate on the side of those 
who know and who speak accurately the voice of Tradition. 
Sometimes, as when the Church verged on the edge of 
conciliarism, it is the voice of Peter who confirms his 
uncertain brothers in the episcopate. Sometimes, as in the 
Second Vatican Council, Pope and laity listen with special 
care to the voice of the bishops. This is not to say that the 
Church moves forward disregarding Pope, bishops, priests, 

or laity. It is to say that God’s Providence provides for 
special moments and occasions when each structure in the 
Church is called upon to aid the others without subverting 
that order for the Church which is Christ’s disposition and 
the Spirit’s gift to the community. 
 

It is imperative, however, to add that we welcome, not 
avoid the consultation of the laity in every manner 
consistent with the mission of the Church, the promptings 
of the Spirit, and the needs of the community of faith. Thus 
it is not rhetorical concession to the mood of the hour, but 
an exercise of the pastoral office we share with Pope St. 
Leo which impels us to say to the laity of our times what he 
said to those of his day: “Recognize, O Christian, your 
dignity!” 
 

It was our intent in the Council to salute that dignity in the 
chapter on the laity in the Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church and in the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity. It 
is our hope that these documents will be studied in depth 
and implemented in detail by all the laity who bring the gift 
of their graces to the structures, permanent and contingent, 
present and future, of the Church they love no less than do 
we. 
 

Our present efforts at restructuring procedures in the 
Church within the national and diocesan communities 
depend in great measure on the seriousness with which 
study is undertaken and the disposition to implement it on 
the part of the laity. 
 

 (Excerpts from the document The Church in Our Day 
published by the Catholic Bishops of the United States, 
January 21, 1968, appear on a regular basis.) 

 

Listening Session  
On February 23rd, twenty-six spirit-driven faithful met at 
Liberty Hall in Kimberly for a day of learning and sharing. 
Participants were promised anonymity as they reflected 
throughout the day and at the end shared their written 
responses to questions put forth.  The Holy Spirit was 
clearly present as we poured out our concerns for our 
Church. 

Lena Woltering, a cradle Catholic from southern Illinois 
and active for the past 20 years in Church reform, shared 
with us some great humor as she donned an early 
century cassock with accessories to show how women 
could look good in a cassock. The message, of course, is 
there is no reasonable  logic that states women can’t be 
priests.   As concerned laity, Lena’s wisdom and 
experience helped us realize how important our voices 
are.  Her reform has lead many areas to plan deliberate 

lay synods, helping  the hierarchy of the Church more 
clearly hear  the voice of the Baptized.  She had no 
master plan for us to follow, except to do what the spirit 
calls us to do.  That, she reminded us, will take its own 
form as we work together with the spirit’s guidance. 

Canon Law was our next speaker’s area of expertise. 

Revised after Vatican ll, 1,752 Canons were compiled to 
form what we now know as Canon Law.  Canon Lawyer 
Sister Kate Kuenstler gave us a taste of Canon Laws 208
-223 which focus on  the role of the faithful.  The laws 
clearly call for equality and solidarity, mutual in all 
relationships.  Through Canon Law, the faithful are given 
first class status along with Bishops and Priests.  
Obligations are not to be feared, but rather to be a 
liberating force giving us the authority to do what we have 
to do.�
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She discussed some overall dynamics to the law, one of  
which speaks to the Principle of Reception. Until and unless 
the faithful live out the law, it has no force of law.  An exam-
ple Sr. Kate shared is the law on contraception. Because  
Catholics by and large do not follow the laws governing con-
traception, the law is not received; therefore, it is not law. 
Canon 227 talks about custom being the best interpreter of 
law as it reflects the fact/belief that the Holy Spirit is in all of 
us. 

Canon #218 speaks of theological freedom. As our under-
standing of God becomes clearer, so will our growth in the-
ology.  Thus we need to be open to the spirit as change is 
happening.  Vatican ll gives the right of Christian Faithful to 
exercise one’s own gifts from the Holy Spirit 

The baptized faithful are called to “do all” for the sake of the 
laity. In the absence of priest, for the sake of the people, 
non ordained faithful may take on the duties of the priest. 

Thus, the atmosphere  Vatican ll was calling for is collegial-

ity,  not autocratic dictatorship with fear of consequence to 
obtain compliance. 

In Canon Law, the person is the prime center of the  law-
the prime entity is not the law itself.  The ultima te law is 

love.  “Love one another as I have loved you.” 

Great and spirited dialogue filled the room as we engaged 
in ways we can keep alive the Spirit of Vatican ll.  General 
consensus included the need to stay in the church and work 
within our communities to bring  the changes needed in our 
church.  Prayer needs to be the right hand of action. Lay 
synods are needed in our area. Education is the key to get-
ting the word out to the faithful. 

We have only begun this journey. However the following 
two quotes say a great deal about our day. “We need to 
listen to people’s needs, motivate them to act and make the 
church fully alive with Christ.”  “We need to empower the 
Baptized.” 

For all unedited comments on the day go to www. BOHligh-
tofchrist.org 

Listening Session  
Continued from Page 5 


