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 Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors. 

                                          Beacon of Hope… Light of Christ  Staff:  Tom Wiltzius, Joe Uchytil  

Within recent years the Church 
has maintained the high level of its 
official teaching in encyclicals, in 
Council, in Synod, in Mater et 
Magistra, in Pacen in Terris, in the 
Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World, at 
the United Nations, and in 
Progressio Populorum. She has 
addressed herself to social justice, 
world peace, the political order, 
the underdeveloped nations. By all 
this, many were moved to put their 
hopes in her. If Catholic 
performance does not match 
Catholic promise, then truly we 
shall have failed. If our deeds 
contradict our statements, then we 
shall have doubly sinned. We 

were warned once: “It is not your 
encyclicals which we despise; 
what we despise is the neglect 
with which you yourselves treat 
them!” [Rappoport as quoted by 
Richard in Le Pape et le 
Communisme]. This was said in 
indictment of the People of God in 
another nation and another 
generation, but there is no point in 
pretending that it cannot be 
applied with equal force and fury 
against us in America in our 
decade. [p. 24] 

[Excerpts from the document The 
Church in our Day, published by 
the Catholic Bishops of the United 
States, January 21, 1968, appear 
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Faith That Dares to 
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Beacon of Hope Light of Christ 

Living the Spirit of Vatican II 

Beacon of Hope will be having their 2nd annual picnic at Homestead 
Meadows  

   September 24th starting at 11 a.m. 

Hayrides, games for young and old, a bonfire, hot dogs, brats, hamburgers and 
buns provided.  Bring your own, drinks, lawn chairs and a dish to pass.  Last 
names of A-H please bring a dessert.  I -S please bring chips, dips, cheese 
trays, etc.  T-Z please bring salads/Jell-o molds, etc. 

                                                                    SEE YOU THERE!!�
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When you see Brett passing, running or handing off toward the North 
End goalposts, know that Beacon of Hope will be there with brats, 
burgers, pizza and all regular concessions at Booth 300.  The booth is 
located on the third floor concourse, directly above the north end 
goalposts.  BOH receives 10% of the net profit received.  We are also 
allowed to receive tips!  Please stop and buy your food from us! 
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It takes 18 people to work the booth.  Frying, grilling, pouring cups 
of beer and soda, handing out peanuts, popcorn and cookies keeps us 
hopping.  The remaining games should be great fun! 

 

The money that we receive will go toward helping bring in other 
great speakers similar to Father Richard McBrien, whom we had the 
opportunity to host at the Performing Arts Center in Appleton last 
spring.   
 

If you’d like to be a volunteer at Lambeau, contact Lynn Schilling at 
(920) 830-7414 or Anne Thielen at (920) 779-0691.   

TAKE THE LEAP  - - - The Lambeau Leap 
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St. Joseph’s Food Pantry and the 
Community Clothes Closet were 
the recipients of over 200 hours 
of volunteer time this summer 
from 25 area teens.  Early 
Thursday mornings, 9:00 am 
(early for this age) we met and 
drove to St. Joe’s on Midway 
Road in Menasha for some 
pickle packing, potato sorting, 
chip bagging, rice weighing, 
meat wrapping work in the 
pantry.  We then walked across 
the hall and helped sort, what 
seemed to be many tons of 

donated clothing.  An adult who 
drove, and a friendly, sparkling 
eyed friend, Fr. John, 
accompanied our volunteers.   

 

Lunch at a local restaurant, time 
to process what we witnessed 
and written evaluations followed.  
These young people worked hard 
and steadfastly for 3 1/2 hours 
each time they went.  All were 
willing to go another day, even 
though it is manual labor. 

 

They  were an inspiration to the 
adults around them.  It is easy to 
see the connection to the gospel, 
as they helped provide food for 
the hungry and clothing to those 
in need. 

 

Thank you everyone! 

        - Ann Thielen 
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Hasn’t the summer just flown by this year!  By the 
time you read this, Labor Day has come and gone 
and fall has unofficially begun. It’s been a great 
summer, hasn’t it?  

 

My family and I went on a vacation this summer that 
included a visit to a priest that my wife met at a 
Young Neighbors in Action week in St. Louis a 
couple of years ago.  We attended a Spanish mass he 
performed, and had a very nice visit with him.  This 
priest recently moved from a parish of over 1,000 
families in Texarkana, Arkansas, to 3 separate 
parishes farther east in Arkansas where the largest 
parish is 100 families, and 2 of the 3 parishes have a 
mass in Spanish.  He went from having assistants to 
help with most of the day-to-day activities, to doing 
everything himself for all 3 parishes.  He has spent 
time in Mexico studying, so his Spanish skills are 
better than most, but he still can’t compare himself 
to the people who have spoken Spanish all their life.  
The day we visited him, Father Phillip was studying 
Baptism preparation, because he had a meeting the 
following evening with a family that wanted to 
baptize their baby and he had never done a baptism 
preparation before.  The part of southeastern 
Arkansas where Father Phillip now preaches is one 
of the poorest areas in the nation. 

 

My wife and I asked Father Phillip about the church 
dynamics in Arkansas, and they are the same as here.  
Their bishop recently left for an appointment as 
bishop in Joliet, Illinois.  He doesn't know when a 
new bishop will be coming.  Many moves have taken 
place within the Diocese, some moves are not what 
the priests would like and don’t wish to make.  There 
aren’t enough priests, the ones they have are getting 
older and there aren’t many new priests coming in.  
Catholic schools are closing or consolidating, as are 
churches.  Many churches are moving away from the 
ideals of Vatican II, and going back the “the way 
things were.”    Now, it is a little different where he 
lives because only 4% of the population is Catholic, 
and many are Hispanic.  But, overall, the culture is 
the same. 

 

It seems that no matter where you go, changes are 
taking place.  Is it good, or not?  We can only answer 
that question for ourselves. 

                         -Greg Stock 
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Tour Summary 

Plans are complete for a Spring 2008 pilgrimage to the Holy Land through the joint efforts of Beacon 
of Hope and Blossoming Rose. 

When we go to the Holy Land, we will spend quality time traveling in Jerusalem and Northern, 
Central, and Southern Israel. Our plans are from March 2nd to the 12th of 2008. When we go we will 
walk where Jesus walked, pray where Jesus prayed, and visit the places where Jesus ministered 
and taught before we go to visit Tamar.  

 

We will experience many aspects of life in Israel, and we will even stay at Biblical Tamar Park and 
perhaps plant a tree or participate in other tasks in archaeology. Through the assistance of 
Blossoming Rose prophetic mission of assisting in Jewish Restoration, we will even explore historic 
Israel and live in the desert for a day or two. A condensed and itinerary follows: 

Day 1: (March 2nd) USA to Israel  
We begin our journey as we depart from Chicago O’Hare Airport for our flight to Israel on El Al Israel 
Airlines. Dinner, breakfast, and lunch will be served during our flight.  

Day 2: (March 3rd) Israel  
We arrive in Israel and travel to Elah – the valley where David fought the giant, and on down to Tel 
Sheva which may be the actual ancient city where Abraham lived. We move into our air-conditioned 
rooms at Biblical Tamar Park.  

Day 3: (March 4th) Tamar/Mt. Hor/Scorpion’s Pass/Mo shav Iddan  
Today we will walk to the Mountain of Prayer and leave a stone on the top before returning to a good 
American breakfast. We now board our bus and go to Mt. Hor, where Moses buried Aaron. We 
continue on to Scorpion’s Pass and the Wells of Miriam. We return to Tamar and prepare for a 
pleasant evening of food and song with Rose Marie von Trapp from the “Sound of Music” family. 

Day 4: (March 5th) Tamar/Ein Gedi/Qumran/Jericho/Ti berius  
We eat breakfast and then we board our bus and head north to Ein Gedi, where David hid from 
Golieth then take a dip in the Dead Sea. It is time to continue north to Qumran on the Dead Sea and 
view the caves where the Dead Sea scrolls were found. We will see the actual scrolls in the Israel 
Museum next week. We go past Jericho and into Galilee where we will stay two nights. 

Day 5: (March 6th) Sea of Galilee/Capernaum/Mount o f Beatitudes/Golan  
After breakfast, we sail on the Sea of Galilee and have one of our planned three Masses on the trip 
at Tabga, where Jesus multiplied the loaves and the fishes. Continuing we see the remnants of St. 
Peter’s home and we travel to the Mt. of Beatitudes, ( the site of the Sermon on the Mount.  

                                                                (continued on page 6) 
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Day 6: (March 7th) Nazareth/Mt. Carmel/Jerusalem  
We leave after breakfast for Nazareth where we go to the beautiful Roman Catholic Church where 
Mary received the announcement from the angel of Jesus’ birth and stop at Cana, where Jesus  

performed His first miracle. That day we enter Old Jerusalem through the Damascus gate and walk 
the ramparts to St. Stevens gate.  

Day 7: (March 8th) Sabbath and a walking tour of Je rusalem  
Today is a walking day in the old city. We may just sit on the old city wall of Jerusalem and read 
our bibles or pray, or we can walk to the Garden Tomb or to the Mt. of Olives. Many historic and 
religious places are easily within walking. We come back to our rooms at the Watson House, inside 
the old city walls and share with others in our group. The high points of the city include the Temple 
Mount, The Western Wall, The Via Delorosa, the Holy Seplechur, the “Upper Room”, the tomb of 
King David and more. 

Day 8: (March 9th) Jerusalem  
This morning we will explore the Kidron Valley including the Garden of Gethsemane, and the 
Church of all Nations. Moving east, we will explore Bethany and the home of Lazerus, Mary and 
Martha. Then Back to Notre Dame for lunch, Liturgy and then a move into the Watson House and 
it’s awesome view of the rooftops of Old Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives.  

Day 9: (March 10th) Jerusalem  

Today we take the time to explore some areas of Jerusalem and the surrounding area at a deeper 
level. We will spend more time at the Holy Seplechur and the Western Wall. We will spend the 
afternoon at the birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem, and also visit En Karem, where Mary visited 
Elizabeth. 

Day 10: (March 11th) Jerusalem  
The day is reserved this day for museums and miscellaneous and we will finish the day all together 
at our favorite restaurant in the old city. Options for this day may include the Holocost Museum, 
The Museum of the Book, and / or having a guide explain the archeological aspects of the ‘dig’ 
near the Western Wall City of David.  

Day 11: (March 12th) Caesarea and the costal area  
We take our time after a leisure breakfast and pack carefully because we will go right to the airport 
after touring today. We leave Jerusalem and stop at Emmaus and then on to Caesarea where we 
wade in the Mediterranean Sea. We continue on to Jaffa that old city where Jonah took a ride in a 
whale and Peter saw the Gentile vision. We eat dinner and go to the airport to begin check through 
for the USA. 

What a wonderful itenarary!  

          POC 

                  Tom Wiltzius 

          (920) 757-0906 
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In turn, he calls the 
community of believers to 
that same level of 
commitment to holiness and 
service that is rightfully a 
part of the “priesthood of 
the faithful.”  
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From the very introduction of 
his third book, the Rev. 
Donald Cozzens, priest and 
professor from John Carroll 
University, makes clear that 
his purpose is not an 
ideological polemic against 
the Church. Rather it is a 
loving, faith-filled listener’s 
acknowledgement that one of 
the roles of the baptized (that 
is, “laypeople” to the more 
traditional) is to engage the 
Church, which is currently in 
crisis, in true dialogue and 
spirit-filled aggiornamento.  
He models through his 
listening inquiry into the “signs 
of the times” that role of 
service to the Body of Christ 
which his ordination has 
called him to. In turn, he calls 
the community of believers to 
that same level of 
commitment to holiness and 
service that is rightfully a part 
of the “priesthood of the 
faithful.”  

In particular, he calls us to 

courageous living out of the 
spirit of Vatican II and 
encourages the baptized to 
take their rightful place 
alongside the clergy who 
have been so compromised 
by the feudal structures in 
place in the Church that have 
created the vocation crisis, 
the clergy sexual abuse 
scandal, and the financial 
accountability issues that 
have rocked the Church at the 
end of the last millennium. 

He quotes Australian bishop 
John Heaps who asked in the 
context of these scandals: 
“What has gone wrong? In 
what ways is the Church 
defective? How are we failing 
in our call to be and bring the 
good news?” With these 
inquiring questions he speaks 
about seeking the truth in love 
and says that it is a 
requirement of all the 
baptized who care  about the 
Church to seek for and 
demand that truth. 

He offers direction by pointing 
to key documents from 
Vatican II (as well as other 
prophetic books such as Paul 
Lakeland’s The Liberation of 
the Laity: In Search of an 
Accountable Church) that 
envision the empowered role 
that the baptized own in the 
New Millenium Church. He 

stresses that the way out of 
the current crises will come 
when laypeople begin to 
speak out from a prayerful 
reflection on their rightful role 
as fully adult believers 
liberated from the “structural 
oppression” of an imperial, 
monarchical, and feudal 
Church. 

I found myself saying “Yes” so 
many times throughout the 
book because Cozzens states 
so clearly what I and many of 
my contemporary churched 
friends feel but aren’t able to 
articulate. He inspires me to 
further reflection, dialogue, 
and activism in bringing about 
a Church that in the words of 
Micah the prophet “Speaks 
justly, loves wisely, and walks 
humbly before God”. 

                   - Bill Kessenich 

Faith That Dares to Speak:  A Review of  
Rev. Donald Cozzens Book of the Same Name 
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If you have any questions/concerns, no longer wish to receive the newsletter or wish to receive additional information not included 
in this newsletter, please contact us at Beacon Of Hope, P.O. Box 2524 Appleton, WI 54912 or send an email to  

BeaconOfHope@bohlightofchrist.org 
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