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Mark Your Calendars!

There will be a pot luck dinner and memorial mass for
Father John Zickert on November 23rd, 2008 at St.
Joseph’s Church in Appleton, Wisconsin. The dinner
will start at 5 pm in Holly Hall and it will be followed
by the memorial mass at 6:30 pm. More details will
follow!
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From the President

As school begins again and
vacations wind down, most
people start getting back into
their “normal” routine. It
seems like this time of year
is the start of the new year
rather than January 1* since
we live most of our year in this routine.

How appropriate that as we begin a “new year”,
we also welcome in our new Bishop, the Most
Reverend David L. Ricken. As you probably
are aware, Bishop Ricken comes to us from
Wyoming, a Diocese of about 48,000 Catholics,
who live in a much larger area than our 358,000

Catholics of the Green Bay Diocese. As Bishop
Ricken gets to know our Diocese, I'm sure that
he’ll see the common broad vision we all share
for the Church.

Elsewhere in this newsletter is a copy of a
welcome letter the BOHLOC Board of Directors
sent to the Bishop. We hope that we can
continue to work with Bishop Ricken as we
started to work with Bishop Zubik prior to his
reassignment.

Happy “New Year”!
Greg Stock

Israel Update

Plans are nearing completion for
Young Adult Leaders Trip to
Israel for January 2010
sponsored by Beacon of Hope.
Participants will need to be at
least 18 years old, a high school
graduate, and either enrolled or
planning to enroll in college.

An itinerary has been developed, reviewed and
approved calling for a January 3rd departure
and January 15th return. Trip materials are

being developed for public dissemination in late
October of this year. Trip hosts will be Jim
Kampa and Dr. Tom Wiltzius. The estimated
inclusive cost is $3,000 per person.

Hosts are presently initiating a process of
soliciting benefactors to help reduce the costs
of the trips for the participants, with hopes of
offering up to 50% support of costs. Please
watch this web site for future updates.

Tom Wiltzius

Packer Concession Stand News

Are you waiting by your
phone for me to call
and suggest you help at
the concession stand at
Lambeau? Wait no
longer! You're off the
hook (no pun intended)!

We are taking a year off, a sabbatical of sorts!
From the college kids to the senior citizens, |
miss you! The camaraderie we experienced
was wonderful and | know many of you miss it
all, too.

We are planning a gathering to celebrate Fr.
John’s life, near the anniversary of his death,
Nov. 25th. He was the first one to call everyone
to ask for help and you all answered. That says
a lot about what you thought of him. More
information on this gathering will be coming
soon.

Thanks again for all the time, physical labor,
support, and love you gave to our mission. You
are all blessed in a special way.

Anne Thielen



Welcome Bishop David L Ricken!

The following is a letter the Board of Directors for Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ sent to Bishop
Ricken to welcome him to the Green Bay Diocese, and asking for a continuation of the dialogue that
began between Bishop Zubik and Beacon of Hope-Light of Christ before he departed.



Geography Influenced our Early Church

Five Great Apostolic
Churches developed in
the early Christian church.
Although these churches
were gathered around our
Lord’s disciples, the city
centers were determined
by being important areas
of commerce, power or
religious significance.
These cities were Rome,
Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria.
The last four of these churches were heavily
influenced by the Byzantine church and took on the
worship rituals and patterns of prayer of the Byzantine
Rite. However, the Eastern Rite in general was later
highly influenced by seminaries built for the Eastern
Churches near and around Rome.

Each Rite took on the customs of the geographical
area, absorbing the culture as part of the richness of
the Catholic Church. These customs came to be
accepted and sanctioned by the Roman Rite and
hence are fully vested by Rome. As these people
moved out of their geographic areas, they asked that
they be able to carry the rite of their churches with
them.

Thus, in the United States today, we have many
people participating in the many Rites of the Catholic
church. We are most aware of our fellow “Roman”
Catholics; however | was surprised to learn how many

Catholics are not Roman. The following is what |
found while looking into this issue. | may not have
discovered all the churches, but what | did find is
listed membership in the U.S.
Greek Byzantine Rite
Melkite 29,024

Ruthenium 72,501

Syrian Rite
Syrian 13,140

Syro-Malabarese 100,000
Maronite 27,500

Armenian Rite
Ukrainian 88,558

American Armenians

Chaldiean Rite
70,000

There also is an American Catholic church,
(www.accus.us) which at this time is not sanctioned
by the Roman leadership, but follows the succession
of Peter in Rome, incorporating customs and culture
of America. There are 7 Geographical Regions and 1
Diocese in the ACC.

This is a scratch you may want to itch and follow up
researching for yourself. I love learning, and found all
this out by going to the various web pages. Check it
out!

Anne Thielen

Summer Volunteers Find Food Pantry In Need

Our summer youth program
changed sites, days, and
opportunities for our young
volunteers. The change was
enlightening and opened doors
to adults as well as students
seeking volunteer hours.

The Hortonville Food Pantry/
Clothes Closet located in Dale
behind the BP station is open
for business to the public from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. Times anyone can
stop in to volunteer and work are from 7:30 a.m. to 7
p.m. with a break between 2 p.m. & 5 p.m.. Mornings
find people traveling to St. Joe’s for food pick up, re-
bagging bulk items and setting up. Noonto 2 p.m.,

volunteers are needed to distribute items to qualifying
families and cleanup. Five to 7p.m., the store is again
open to the needy.

Wednesday is also the big day for the clothes closet.
Volunteers can sort, fold/hang clothes, clean, and
organize items.

Many of our young people participated this summer,
but the good news is that as adults we now know how
we can help also. You can just show up to volunteer
or call ahead to Jim Garon (920-832-1495).

Thanks to Pat Holman for gathering up the young
people and getting them to Dale!

Anne Thielen



The Church

A further question we
wish to consider
concerns the
relationship between
freedom and authority
in religion.

The Second Vatican Council wisely observed:

“A sense of the dignity of the human person has
been impressing itself more and more deeply on
the consciousness of contemporary man. And
the demand is increasingly made that men
should act on their own judgment, enjoying and
making use of a responsible freedom, not driven
by coercion but motivated by a sense of

duty” (Dignitatis Humanae Personae, 1).

That helped the Council to conclude:

“This Vatican Synod declares that the human
person has a right to religious freedom....The
synod further declares that the right to religious
freedom has its foundation in the very dignity of
the human person, as the dignity is known
through the revealed Word of God and by reason
itself” (Dignitatis Humanae Personae, 2).

The Church, whatever her critics may isolate in
her history, regardless of what her loyal sons
may wish were done better, is a force for
freedom and is freedom’s house. It is in the
Church and for the Church that Jesus redeems. It
is the Church, as we said before, which grace,
and hence freedom, seeks. In the Church, the
sacrament of freedom is celebrated in the
Eucharist; the Gospel of freedom is proclaimed;
and a community is formed from that faith in
freedom without which we are dead in sin and
without which we have no final hope.

St. Paul knew this well and spoke frequently,
especially to the Galatians, of the Church’s
understanding of freedom:

“Before faith came, we were allowed no

In our day

freedom...” (Gal 3:23).

“When Christ freed us, He meant us to remain
free” (Gal 5:1)

“My brothers, you were called, as you know, to
freedom...” (Gal 5:13)

“...Be careful or this liberty will provide an
opening for self-indulgence. Serve one
another, rather, in works of love....If you go
shapping at each  other and tearing each other
to pieces, you had better watch or you will

destroy the whole community” (Gal 5:13-
15).

These are words written by the Church herself, in
the Church’s own book, by the Church’s ardent
apostle, for the Church’s people, as the Church’s
norm. She strives, today as so often in the past,
to signify in her own visible structure the freedom
which brought her into being, a freedom so full
that she can never be completely loyal to it, a
freedom so persuasive that it always demands
more of her. She knows what she is about even
though sin may hinder her mission of making
freedom credible to that world which always
settles for a lesser freedom or at times hails as
freedom what the Church knows to be spiritual
bondage.

Thus, the Church speaks in harmony with her
nature when she declares:

“In all his activity, a man is bound to follow his
conscience faithfully, in ~ order that he may
come to God, for Whom he was created...and he
is not to be forced to act in a manner contrary to
his conscience” (Dignitatus Humanae
Personae, 3).

(Excerpts from the document The Church in Our
Day published by the Catholic Bishops of the
United States, January 21, 1968, appear on a
regular basis.)
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